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Update from Climate Change Action Task and Finish Group

• Considered whether to wind up the Task and Finish group now that the 

initial tasks of establishing a Council carbon footprint and identifying 

carbon reduction initiatives have been done

• Group agreed that there is value in continuing to meet, particularly 

recognising the value of the format as a joint Member/Officer group.

• The value of having a dedicated forum for discussing climate change was 

highlighted, focusing on wider issues as the Council’s work on reducing 

its own carbon footprint develops

• New Terms of Reference to be developed to include the remit and 

membership of the new Climate Action Group:

– To meet bi-annually moving forward

– To continue to report into Environment OSC and engage with other 

Committees as required



Achievements of the Task & Finish Group Include

• Raised awareness of climate change issues across SKDC

• Established the Council’s carbon footprint baseline

• Identified practical steps to reduce the Council’s carbon emissions

• Secured a £20,000 climate change reserve fund for 2020/2021

• Agreed the allocation of the climate change reserve fund

• Secured another £20,000 climate change reserve for 2021/2022

• Published the first annual Climate Matters online publication in 

November 2020

• Established a climate and carbon performance dashboard

• Secured £950,000 from the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme to 

deliver carbon reduction initiatives across four Council buildings



Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme – Salix

• The £1 billion grant is targeted at public buildings

• The focus of the grant is on energy efficiency and 

particularly decarbonisation of heat

• Overview:

– £950k for four buildings:

• St. Peter’s Hill and South Kesteven House

• Guildhall Arts Centre

• Bourne Corn Exchange

– Timings for delivery remain very tight

– Requirement to report back carbon and energy savings

• Benefits:

– 100% grant funding for capital works

– The projects will deliver a significant reduction in overall 

carbon emissions (the four buildings account for roughly 

25% of the baseline energy used across Council buildings 

and streetlights)

Eligible measures

- Insulation improvements 

- Replacement of gas boilers 

with low carbon heat pumps

- Upgrading lighting to LED

- Installing solar where possible



Green Homes Grant: Local Authority Delivery

• SKDC was informed in March 2021 that alongside other authorities, 

the Council had been allocated funding to roll out energy efficiency 

improvements in the district

• The funding total allocated to South Kesteven is £926k

• The funding targets low-income households, helping to reduce fuel 

poverty while reducing the carbon emissions associated with inefficient 

heating systems

• Proposal to target SKDC’s housing stock, namely properties which are 

off the gas network, which as a result have the most expensive to 

operate and carbon intensive heating systems

• Dependent on further surveys to individual properties, the proposal is 

to fit either 1. Air Source Heat Pumps, or 2. Smart Storage Heaters 

with solar thermal hot water systems. 

• As an example, a typical property which replaces a solid fuel heating 

system with an air source heat pump will reduce carbon emissions    

by over 90%



Climate Matters report: 2021

• Expect to include:

– Council Carbon footprint for 2020/21

– Update on projects developed in reporting 

period

– Update on district wide carbon emissions

• Considering content for 2021 report, aiming to 

publish in the Autumn


